Science in Faith:  A Christian Perspective on Teaching Science

By Arthur Jones BSc, MEd, PhD, CBiol, MIBiol

‘Science in Faith’is written against the background of the growth in the UK of what are known as the 'new independent Christian schools'. Sponsored by local churches, communities, or parent groups, these schools have been founded in response to the perceived dominance of secularism in the state system. Their founders wished their children to receive an education in accordance with their Christian religious and philosophical convictions. This book is the first publication from within this movement to provide a wide ranging defence of Christian approaches to education.

For the outworking of its theses, the book focuses on science teaching. This is in response to the widespread perception that science is the paragon of religious neutrality and therefore provides a key justification for the common secular school. The book seeks to demonstrate, through many examples, that the scientific enterprise is always located within specific worldviews and therefore that science teaching cannot avoid promoting 'religious' commitments. 'Practical atheism' is built into the institutions and habits of thought of the modern world. Since this is usually unrecognised – and therefore almost always undeclared – indoctrination in science teaching is not impossible, or even just a remote possibility, but an ever-present reality which we dare not ignore.
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