Link – Education Impact – Sarum College – Education Module

Sarum College, 19 The Close, Salisbury, SP1 2EE

Tel: 01722 424828,  cpt@sarum.ac.uk

EDUCATION POLICY AND CHRISTIAN FAITH

An opportunity for study of this critical field of public policy and debate

Part-time by distance learning, May-July 2003

Tutor: Dr Arthur Jones

Are you a concerned parent or citizen?  Are you a teacher or a school governor?  Are you in local politics?  Are you an ordained minister working with a church school?  Are you a youth worker visiting schools?

Sarum College offers the opportunity of 12 weeks part-time study of Education Policy and Christian Faith.  This is by distance learning and is one module in the College’s unique course in politics, public policy and Christian theology.

Education Policy and Christian Faith gives an introduction to education policy in England during the past two centuries.  It draws attention to how different world-views and political ideologies have shaped and are shaping education policy.  It aims to enable students to see how a critical Christian understanding of education makes possible constructive engagement by Christians in contemporary educational debate and practice. The module has five units, each designed to take two weeks.  The final two weeks are for writing the main assignment.

Understanding contemporary education policy and the debates about it depends very much on a grasp of how the system of education in England has reached its present position.  The first two units of the module introduce recent history and the main theoretical approaches, secular and Christian, which have been influential.  These units lay the foundations for the treatment of policy issues in units 3 to 5.  An important theme which is considered at several points is the way the contrast between modernist and postmodernist approaches affects education policy, and the way Christian understanding relates to both.  The five units are:

1. Some pertinent History

2. Worldviews, Political Ideologies and Social Change

3. Religious Education, Worship, Spirituality and Values

4. Teaching and Learning

5. Class, Disadvantage and Cultural Pluralism

Education Policy and Christian Faith is one of twelve modules in the Certificate of Higher Education in Politics and Theology, a course specifically designed to equip Christian people for participation in public life.  For full details see www.sarum.ac.uk/society/prospect.htm.

The period of study of Education Policy and Christian Faith is from early-May to end-July.  Students have the option of attending a residential weekend to begin the study.  This is for students doing the Certificate and focuses on public policy in general, not only education policy.  The dates of the weekend in 2003 are 25-27 April.  The module will be available in future years also.

DETAILS

Module writer/tutor: Dr Arthur Jones

Arthur Jones is a consultant in education and science, including Research Consultant for Curriculum Development to the Christian Schools’ Trust; he has been a university lecturer, schoolteacher, teacher trainer and head-teacher, including for ten years in south Asia.  He has a PhD in zoology and an MEd from the University of Bristol.

FEE   The fee for study of one module is £195 in 2001-2.  (Attendance at the residential weekend is extra).  The fee must be received before study material is sent.

A grant made by the Epiphany Trust can fund bursaries for students unable to afford course fees.  Lack of finance should not be a disincentive to enquiring or applying.

BOOKS   For books used, see the page on ‘The Modules’ in the on-line Course Prospectus at www.sarum.ac.uk/society/prospect.htm.  The cost of books required is additional to the fee and is max. £60.  Books can be bought post-free from Sarum College Bookshop (bookshop@sarum.ac.uk; 01722 326899).

TUITION   Students will be put in contact with the Module Tutor and sent the material required for study.  They then are in touch with the Tutor by post, email and phone, and can be also with fellow students.  There is an email discussion group.  Completion of the modules requires three short assignments (1000 words) and at the end one full essay (2500 words).  Feedback on assignments and marks are given by the module tutor.

Workload   Study of one module is expected to take 150 hours – 12 weeks at 12-13 hours per week.

Level of study   To make the course accessible to people in widely different circumstances, it is at first-year BA level.  It is designed for those wishing to learn in this area whether or not they have previously studied related subjects at university level.

Each module is equivalent to 15 credits (or 20 with a residential weekend).  Students of a single module cannot be registered with the University and therefore formally do not gain transferable credit points.

The Certificate in Politics and Theology is validated by the University of Wales Lampeter.  It gains 120 credits (equal to one year of a full-time degree).

HOW TO APPLY   Write to the Course Director by e-mail or post as soon as possible before the period of study, enclosing a summary of your CV.  IF YOU WRITE BY EMAIL, PLEASE GIVE YOUR POSTAL ADDRESS AND TEL. NO.

If you may be interested in attending the residential weekend, make this clear.

Places for study of single modules are allocated on a first-come first-served basis.  (Places may remain available until just before study is due to begin).
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